Filling in Data Gaps in the ESPON Database

Period of performance: 2014

The main objective of the project is to collect count data and metadata, build up time series and fill in
existing data gaps, related to the ESPON Database, on population data, employment by age group and
gender and employment by economic sector, for NUTS 2 and NUTS 3 regions of Europe.

1) Data “collection”
Preparation of data

Output
Data sets (Euro- 6) Data estimation \
stat data sheets e Estimations where possible differentiated by
per indicator — Type of data gap (e.g. time, territory)
per NUTS level) — Estimation approach (indicator, overall availability of data
— affinity checks, regressions, etc.)

e (Casesof “non-estimation” = data gaps remain
— Type of cases (e.g. too little accompanying data, too large
time/ data gaps)
— “second best” estimations (case of employment data) —
\ filling of data gaps for three years with best data coverage/

Output

« Estimated data sets (time series) per indicator
per NUTS level

« Listof remaining data
gaps and explanation

3) Data validation and quality check
Analysis of estimated time-series for breaks and out-
liers (relative change of data, comparison to expo-
nential function, affinity check with similar indicators

Output

Checked and corrected estimated data sets/
time series per indicator
per NUTS level 4) ESPON maps
Corresponding to Tasks
1-3 of the ToR

Output: Set of maps  Source: OIR, 2014

The project contributes to increase the general knowledge on the current state of population develop-
ment, the labour market and the economic structure in Europe and its regions and therefore provides
updated and more extensive evidence in the field of territorial development. This update is part of a long-
term strategy for keeping the ESPON Database up-to-date and useful in the context of European territo-
rial analyses and continuous territorial monitoring.
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